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Hello St Thomas Community,
Last Tuesday Mr Peter Sist and myself accompanied our six
Fire Carriers to Sacred Heart Diamond Creek to meet with
the Eltham Member of Parliament, Vicki Ward and the State
Minister for First Nations and Treaty, Gabrielle Williams. This
was a very enlightening discussion of where the idea of
Treaty originated and what is the reasoning behind it. Our
children asked some great questions.

BOOK WEEK
Tomorrow we conclude a fabulous week of activities celebrating Book Week. Our two author visits
were terrific and the children were really engaged. We round off the week with our Dress Up Book
Character parade tomorrow morning at 9.15am in the gym. All parents are welcome to attend however
we encourage you to wear a mask.

FATHER'S DAY BREAKFAST
We are once again looking forward to hosting our annual Father's Day Breakfast which will be held
on Friday, 2nd September commencing at 7.30am. Families are asked to please use the following link
to RSVP by Friday, 26th August.

https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code/wpsv4

MACSIS
Next week we will be sending a survey to parents regarding the operation of the school. It is called
MACSIS and is an annual survey that head office distributes and it is completed by the three main
stakeholders in the school, parents, staff and the children. The survey is voluntary for parents but we
would love as many parents as possible to complete. The survey is completed on-line and is
anonymous.

PRODUCTION UPDATE
Next Monday we will be having dress rehearsals for the production. These are the instructions for
the children:
All students will require their black or white items of clothing.
The time students are needed is the same as last time.
A-J 9-11
K-Z 11:50-1:50
A-J Students are to come to school in their clothes and change into their uniform at lunch
K-Z come to school in their uniform and change into their plain clothes at lunch.
There will be no footwear for any of the performances
We ask that the girls wear their hair like the following as there will be headpieces placed in
their hair and we want them to be seen (and look uniform).
HAIR:
Year 1/2 girls: High ponytail
Year 3/4 girls: low ponytail
Year 5/6: low ponytail

CONGRATULATIONS CIARA
Congratulations Ciara J (5/6MW) on your magnificent effort at
the recent National School Swimming Championships in
Brisbane.
Ciara results were:






1st Girls 12 100m Backstroke
1st Girls 12 50m Backstroke
2nd 50m mixed relay,
2nd 50m girls medley
3rd Girls 50m relay

Well done Ciara. We are very proud of you and your
achievements. You were a wonderful representative from our
school.

WELL DONE DANIKA & RYKER
Danika C (5/6TB) and Ryker C (5/6MW) represented St Thomas the Apostle School again in the
Victorian Interschools Snowsport Championships on Tuesday. They both competed in the Alpine
GS discipline at Mt Buller. The conditions were varied on the day bringing snow, fog, wind and
sunshine. Ryker and Danika enjoyed the day and were happy with the outcome.

Springtime!
Your message of hope
to a world tiring of winter’s starkness,
longing for that first crocus
to push through snow’s icy blanket
and spread its leaves,
like arms outstretched,
to its creator.
Springtime!
Our yearly reminder, if we needed one,
that to a world that was dark and cold,
a world devoid of love’s sweet warmth,
you sent your Son
to break through sin’s icy blanket,
and, arms outstretched on a cross,
he brought us hope.
Thank you

David Delaney
PRINCIPAL

LEARNING AND TEACHING UPDATE
Science Week
Last week was science week and it was wonderful to see all of the engaging activities that students
have been exposed to across the whole school. Here are some photos and samples of work showing
the diversity of learning throughout the school.

LEARNING AND TEACHING UPDATE

Tess Dwyer

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL/
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/
LEARNING & TEACHING

RELIGION DIMENSION
Completion of St Thomas’ Statue
You might have noticed that the St Thomas’ statue plinth has been beautifully finished in marble
recently. This statue was erected in 2016 so it's taken a while to see this project through to
completion. Fr Martin will be leading the whole school in a liturgy and blessing on Thursday, 15th
September at 2.45pm outside and we would love it if our families could also come along. This event
will take the place of our normal school assembly on that day.

Father’s Day
We look forward to welcoming our dads and male role models to celebrate Father’s Day this year
with the first Father’s Day Breakfast since 2019. Here are some words about Fatherhood by Pope
Francis that I think are important reminders of the role our father’s play in our lives and the lives
of our children.

Tess Dwyer
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/
LEARNING & TEACHING

PETER PAN JR UPDATE
What a busy few weeks it's been for our production cast and crew.
The cast attended Loyola last week for a stage and dress rehearsal. They also had vocal artist Nat
Bond and trained opera singer Nick Marks attend rehearsal on Monday and have extended to
Friday night rehearsals in preparation for performance night. They are working very hard to put on
the best performance they can.
Without our crew, this production would not go ahead. Over 40 grade 5/6 students have been
working hard behind the scenes organising costumes, painting and arranging props, sending
invitations to the St Thomas Village and preparing and organising decoration for the MPAC foyer.
It's certainly been a big team effort from our senior students and I thank them for their efforts and
commitment towards our production

PETER PAN JR TICKET UPDATE
This is the final reminder to families regarding ticket sales. We still have a handful of parents who
haven't purchased tickets to our school production. Ticket sales will close tomorrow afternoon,
Friday, 26th August.
On Tuesday afternoon our aim is to open up sales for any tickets still available to families as
second round purchases. There will be a limit of 2 tickets only per family (1 for each parent for
separated families) in this second round offer. A Compass message will be sent prior to advise
families when bookings have opened.
A reminder to families to bring gold coins on the night of the school performance as programs and
raffle tickets will be on sale.

PETER PAN JR RAFFLE

PETER PAN JR SPONSORS

FATHER'S DAY BREAKFAST

To assist us with catering please RSVP via the link below by Friday, 26th August.
https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code/wpsv4

BOOKWEEK AUTHOR VISIT _ JANE GODWIN
Author Jane Godwin visited the Prep to Year 2 students on Tuesday. The students were engaged
from the very beginning of her presentation. Part of Jane’s presentation was based on her award
winning book ‘Tilly’. She shared with the students how she gets her ideas to write and how she
also incorporates her life experiences into her stories. Jane was delighted to answer all the many
questions the children had for her. She finished her session with a story and an activity from one
of her books ‘Bear Make Den’. The children walked away inspired by her passion for writing.

BOOKWEEK AUTHOR VISIT - NAT AMOORE
Today the Year 3 to 6 students had the pleasure of meeting children's author and podcast host Nat
Amoore. Her energy, animated storytelling and passion for writing had the children entertained and
engaged from the moment the presentation had started. The students were inspired by the way she
came up with her ideas, her passion for telling life experiences and career choices before she
became a writer. They were all surprised when she shared a video clip of when she was a trapeze
artist and when she made her first family video. Nat ended the session by answering many
questions the children asked. The students loved her presentation and walked away full of
excitement and enthusiasm. After today I am sure her books in our library will be highly sought
after.
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Hot Food Fridays - Term 3
Orders due each week by
Wed 8.00pm via Qkr! App.

Hot Food Helpers Still Needed
for the remainder of Term 3.
Follow the link and to sign up
http://signup.com/go/RxnnFCH

Disco Fundraiser

Our recent Disco organised
by our SCA raised $1479.47!

Father's Day Stall

Will be held on Thursday,
1st September.
Gift bags can be purchased via
the QKR App - $7.00.

Footy Day
Footy Day
Friday 16th Sept.

More info to
come.
Last
day of term, Friday,
16th September. Stay tuned!
Stay tuned!

Father's Day Raffle

Raffle tickets were sent home last
week with the eldest child in each
family. Tickets due back by Monday,
29th August. Raffle drawn at Father's
day Breakfast.
.

Thank you to the Garraways (an alumni
family) and Diamond Valley Autocare ,
for their continued support and donation of
our Father's Day Raffle prize.

PREMIERS' READING CHALLENGE
So far our students participating in the challenge have read 1782 books since the challenge began! Keep
reading even though you have completed the challenge. There are 8 days left before the Challenge
finishes on Friday, 2nd September at 5.00pm. Thank you to the students who are already participating
and pursuing their love of reading. Congratulations to the following students who have completed the
challenge already. Completion certificates are still available and the official certificate will arrive in
Term 4.

Erik B
5/6DH

Milana L
5/6DH

Milla S
5/6PM

Liza H
5/6DH

Skylah P
1CK

Natalie B
5/6DH

Logan C
3/4PB

Alexis B
PJP

Eliza M
5/6DH

Billy G
5/6TB

Aiden V
3/4SB

Jacob G
1BR

Jack L
5/6PM

Lucie G
5/6PM

Ava P
5/6DH

Aiden H
5/6TB

Eloise B
5/6PM

Alyssa V
3/4JM

Ethan T
1BR

Amy M
2LG

Aaron G
3/4SB

Dylan C
5/6DH

Marco P
5/6PM

Zac T
5/6PM

Charlotte H

3/4CB

James B
3/4SB

Alex W
5/6PM

Michael B

5/6PM

Jack A
3/4PB

Alessia B
2LG

Elias B
2LG

Maddison A
1CK

Lucas B
1CK

Rhys C
5/6PM

Maree A
5/6PM

Adam F
5/6PM

Frankie
D'A

Emily T
5/6MW

Jackson H
5/6PM

Annie T
5/6PM

Emily S
PFM

Olivia V
3/4SB

Elissa C
2LG

Noah C
5/6TB

Lara V
2AM

Cameron K
5/6PM

Annalise
V
PFM

Libby Oliver

LITERACY COORDINATOR

Sanannah H

2AM

Daniel L
5/6TB

INTERSCHOOL SPORT FIXTURE

Matt Wals
SPORT LEADER

AWARDS & BIRTHDAYS

ST THOMAS HAWKS
Under 10s boys needed
We have some spots available in U10 boys. If your son is born between 1-Jan-13 and
31-Dec-14 and is interested in joining St Thomas Hawks, please contact
registration@stthomasbc.com.au for further details.

Uniform Donations
If you have a uniform that you no longer require and would like to donate it to the
club, please contact Nadia Bradbury via email: hello@ossoco.com .These donations
would be greatly appreciated, as they are needed to loan to players in instances
where they don’t have a uniform.
Follow us on Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/stthomashawksbc

DIARY DATES
August
26th- Book Week Parade 9.15am
in the gymnasium

September
2nd- Father's Day Breakfast
5th & 6th- Peter Pan Jr Production

29th - Peter Pan Jr Dress Rehearsal

7th- School Closure- Staff

29th- SCA Parents & Friends

Planning

Meeting 7.30pm

8th- Nillumbik Division Athletics
13th- SAC Meeting 7.00pm
16th- Footy Day
End of Term- 1.00pm finish

October
3rd- Term 4 Commences
3rd- SCA Meeting 7.30pm
12th- Northern Regional Athletics
12th- Reconciliation Faith Night
5.30pm & 7.00pm
13th - St John Ambulance Yr 5/6
15th- Reconciliation Commitment

October Cont'
16th- Reconciliation Commitment
Mass 10.30am
17th-19th- Dental Visits
26th-28th- Year 5/6 Camp
31st- School Closure- Report
Writing Day

Mass 6.00pm

November

December

1st- Melbourne Cup Day

15th- Graduation Mass 12.00pm

2nd - State Athletics

16th- End of Term 4- 1.00pm finish

9th -10th- Year 4 Camp Holy Cross
14th-Parents & Friends AGM 7.30pm
16th- Reconciliation
29th- SAC Meeting 7pm (Zoom)

