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Hello St Thomas Community,
I hope all the children had the chance to rest up yesterday after two
massive nights at the school production.
What a magnificent two nights we’ve had. Words can’t do justice to
the amazing talent of our lead cast and the rest of the school for
working so hard to learn their lines and choreographed routines. This
would not be possible without the leadership, determination and vision
of Tayla Bolzon. The whole show was her initiative and she showed
amazing determination to carry it through. From the whole school
community, THANK YOU Tayla!
Here is an extract of what I said at the conclusion of both the performances:
A performance like this does not happen without the assistance of many so please bear with me as we
acknowledge the following people.
Firstly, I’d like to thank Trav and Gav Cocks, Rob Bolzon and Andrew McKenize for the construction of props.
Thank you to our sewers Jess Cecconato, Maria Scordo and Giulia Bolzon for hemming, adjusting and the pirate
fly that you saw was Maria’s fine work. Thank you to our make-up crew of Jess G and Steph Leahy. A big thank
you to all the St Thomas staff, most of whom are attending both nights to assist.
Ash Dwyer - who attended rehearsal, was first to put her hand up to volunteer, did late night prop transport and
was first here at 8 this morning.
Maddy Leahy - was a big support to the 5/6 backstage crew after school and kept the OP side in ship shape.
Thanks to all our sponsors. I’d like to call forward the following members of our parent committee to receive a
token of our appreciation.
Sharon Towse - For transporting and coordinating the transportation of props
Rachel O’Keeffe - For organising our magnificent raffle
Micheal O’Keeffe - For assisting Rachel with the raffle and for assisting Tayla with all theatre and performance
related tasks
Melina D’Amico - for co organising the catering and doing all cast members
hair.
Jade Scibilia - for admin tasks and working hard with cast to develop their characterisation
Megan Agar - who rehearsed the children every Monday, organised props and catering, did all sorts of jobs and
was a huge support.
Liz Bolzon - who organised and costumed every student on the stage as well as attending weekly rehearsals.
Tala Bolzon - amazing director, superstar motivator..

PETER PAN JNR

FIRST AID TRAINING
Yesterday all of our staff completed their annual first aid refresher course focusing on CPR and Anaphylaxis.
All staff hold a general first aid certificate in Level 2 which is updated every three years.

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT SURVEY UPDATE
Currently we have 51 families who have completed the survey which totals 25% of our community. We have sent
a reminder email today to those families who have not yet had a chance to complete the survey. Students from
Years 4 to 6 and all staff will also spend time over the next week having their say. We value the contributions
and feedback of all of our stakeholders which will be used to evaluate the effectiveness of our school
improvement plan and guide us in future decision-making. All families who click on the link contained in the
email will go into the draw to receive a $50 Gold Class voucher. The survey is open until the end of the term,
with the winner of the prize will be announced on the first day back in Term 4.

NILLUMBIK DIVISION ATHLETICS CARNIVAL
Today at the MeadowGlen International Athletics track in Mill Park, sixteen of our students competed in the
Nillumbik Division of the Primary School Athletics Competition. These students representing our school
qualified via strong performances in the previous district competition. At the time of print results have yet to
be known but I do know our children will all try their best.

BLESSING OF THE ST THOMAS THE APOSTLE STATUE
On Thursday, 15th September, at 2.45pm Fr Martin will be blessing the statue of St Thomas the Apostle outside
the church with the whole school in attendance. The statue has been lovingly restored and surrounded by
marble by a local parishioner and looks fabulous.

FOOTY DAY - FRIDAY 16TH SEPTEMBER
Next Friday, 16th September, is our annual “Footy Day”. The students are encouraged to come dressed in their
favourite team colours. The SCA is providing a free sausage sizzle for the children’s lunch. The staff will
organise some footy themed activities on the day. A gold coin donation is required to participate. The SCA is
also providing raffle prizes of footballs for one lucky boy and girl from each class.

FATHER'S DAY RAFFLE RESULTS
Congratulations to David Gatt who won the major prize at the Father’s Day raffle last Friday. Other prizes
were won by Ariana R, Blake C and Alexis B on behalf of their dads.
At the second night of the production multiple raffles were drawn at intermission, congratulations to all the
winners, most of whom were present on the second night.

END OF TERM
School finishes for Term 3 on Friday, 16th September at 1.00pm. OHSC is available from 1.00pm but bookings
are essential. School resumes on Monday, 3rd October. I hope your AFL team is still alive in the finals, all the
best.

David Delaney
PRINCIPAL

FATHER'S DAY BREAKFAST
It was wonderful to welcome so many Dads and father figures to our Father's Day breakfast last Friday. We
hope you enjoyed your special breakfast with the children.

LEARNING AND TEACHING UPDATE
NAPLAN RESULTS
All families of Year 3 and 5 students who sat the NAPLAN tests in May 2022 should have received their hard copy of their child’s results.
These are a snapshot of students' achievement in Reading, Writing, Spelling, Grammar, and Numeracy.
Please file your child's NAPLAN results away as these will be required when enrolling your child for secondary school and the school does
not have access to these results or keep copies.

The information that has been provided to the school from ACARA does not have comparisons to the
State and National mean scores at this stage. However, as demonstrated by the results above, the
students at St Thomas’ have mainly achieved higher results than the students in 2021, especially in Year 3
Reading, Spelling and Numeracy which is really positive. This indicates that the return to onsite learning
has been successful for these students. For the students in Year 5, this is the first time they have
completed the NAPLAN testing due to its cancellation in 2020. Unfortunately, we are unable to use this
information to track growth from Year 3 to 5 for these students. We are fully aware that many of these
students struggled with remote learning over the previous two years and that there were many gaps that
teachers and support staff have been addressing with this cohort of students. We will continue to use
relevant and timely assessments to drive our instruction and we are confident that the changes we are
making to the learning and teaching of our senior students will be evident in future results.

TERM 4 PLANNING
Today, in addition to updating staff First Aid qualifications, teachers were also supported to begin their
planning for Inquiry and Religious Education for Term 4. Next term the whole school focus is on Social
Responsibility which covers history, civics and citizenship, creative arts, and religious education through
the concepts of community and story. There will be lots of first hand experiences provided for the students
to really engage with this learning, including the 5/6 camp to Melbourne, incursions, excursions and guest
speakers. The curriculum overview will be distributed early in the term so that parents can see the full
range of learning opportunities provided and can reinforce learning at home in an authentic way.

RELIGION DIMENSION
September is the season of creation. The
season of creation is a time to renew our
relationships with God our Creator, and with all
creation, as we join together in prayer.
We give thanks for all that God has made,
repent for the damage that we have caused
and commit ourselves to take action to protect
the earth, our common home.
“Listen to the voice of creation” is the theme
and invitation of this year’s Season of
Creation. In his message for the World Day of
Prayer for the Care of Creation 2022, Pope
Francis calls on us to use the season to
"cultivate our ecological conversion” and to
pray together in “the great cathedral of
Creation”.

YEAR 2 SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Next term we look forward to celebrating the
sacrament of Reconciliation with our Year 2 students.
Here is a breakdown of the important dates and
reminders about this sacrament.
Reconciliation Faith Night for parents and students Wednesday 12th October at either 5.30pm or 7pm in
the
St Thomas’ Church
Reconciliation Commitment Masses - Saturday 15th
October at 6pm or Sunday 16th October at 10.30am at
St Thomas’ Church.
Sacrament of Reconciliation - Wednesday 16th
November during the school day - times to be advised.

Tess Dwyer

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL/
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/
LEARNING & TEACHING

BOOK WEEEK 2022
Book Week for 2022 has come to an end. The children are now enjoying borrowing this year’s Shortlisted
Books including the books written by Jane Godwin and Nat Amoore. The week ended off with our annual
Book Parade. It was absolutely wonderful to see the gymnasium come alive with everyone dressed up as their
favourite book character. We had The Grug, The Lion from the Zoo, Mary from School of Monsters, Snow
White, Ice Queen, The Bad Guys, Bananas in Pyjamas, Dog Man and Harry Potter just to name a few. The
children and staff were excited and cheered as they paraded around the gymnasium high fiving everyone.
The winners were announced at the end of the parade and prizes and certificates were given out. Thanks to
everyone for participating and making this year’s parade a memorable one.
Congratulations to our Book Parade
winners for 2022:
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PREMIERS' READING CHALLENGE
St Thomas the Apostle students that participated in the Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge have read 1814
books since the challenge began! The Challenge finished last Friday and all books have been verified and 56
students have completed the challenge. It has been fantastic to see so many students engaged in the challenge
who hadn’t participated in previous years and I hope you keep enjoying reading and learning. I look forward to
seeing everyone participating in 2023.
Congratulations to the following 56 students who have completed the challenge in 2022. Completion certificates
are still available and the official certificate from the Premier will arrive in Term 4.
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LITERACY COORDINATOR

CRICKET - WOOLWORTHS POP UP BLAST PROGRAM
This afternoon and next Thursday, 15th September, from 3.30pm onwards, Lower Plenty Cricket Club will be
holding a 'Try Out" session for any students who are interested in participating in this cricket. program. Please
meet the organisers in the gymnasium. The actual program costs $30.00 for 7 sessions. Please see flyer below.

CRICKET - WOOLWORTHS POP UP BLAST PROGRAM
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THANK YOU
Thank you to Trish Watson for arranging the
products for the fathers day gift bags.
Thank you also to all the parents who assisted with
the Stall last Thursday.

HOT FOOD FRIDAYS
This week - Friday 9th September
is the last week for Hot Food for
Term 3. Orders are due in by 8pm
Wednesday.

INTERSCHOOL SPORTS

Matt Wals
SPORT LEADER

AWARDS & BIRTHDAYS

ST THOMAS HAWKS - AGM
Notice of Annual General Meeting being held for St Thomas’
Greensborough North Basketball Club.
Date: Monday 10th October 2022
Time: 7.45pm
Location: St Thomas The Apostle Primary School – Gymnasium
251 Diamond Creek Road Greensborough
This is a terrific opportunity for members, coaches, and team managers to
attend this meeting to hear from the club regarding the previous year and what
is planned this year.
The club also welcomes any new general members to join the 2022 committee, a position on the
committee gives you an opportunity to be involved in the running of the club. As we all know, we cannot
run the club successfully without committee members and this is recognized across the St Thomas
Basketball community. The present committee is keen to welcome parents from the younger age groups
and parents whose children attend St Thomas’ Primary school. It is important for us to continue our
ongoing relationship with the school as many of the current committee members no longer have children
attending or their children will no longer play for St Thomas Basketball Club over the upcoming year.

DIARY DATES
October

November

3rd

Term 4 Commences

1st

Melbourne Cup Day

3rd

SCA Meeting 7.30pm

2nd

State Athletics

12th Northern Metro Regional Athletics

2nd

Year 3/4 Swimming Lessons

12th Reconciliation Faith Night

3rd

Year 3/4 Swimming Lessons

5.30pm & 7.00pm

8th

Prep Orientation

13th St John Ambulance Yr 5/6

11.00am- 12.00pom

15th Reconciliation Commitment Mass 6.00pm

9th -10th Year 4 Camp Holy Cross

16th Reconciliation Commitment Mass 10.30am

14th Parents & Friends AGM 7.30pm

17th - 19th- Dental Visits

15th Prep Orientation

26th - 28th- Year 5/6 Camp

9.00am - 11.00am

26th

Yr 3/4 Swimming lessons

16th Sacrament of Reconciliation

27th

Yr 3/4 Swimming lessons

23rd Year 3/4 Swimming Lessons

31st

School Closure- Report Writing Day

24th Year 3/4 Swimming Lessons
24th Prep Orientation
9.00am - 11.00am
29th SAC Meeting 7.00pm (Zoom)

December

January

15th

Graduation Mass 12.00pm

1st

New Years Day

16th

End of Term 4- 1.00pm finish

26th

Australia Day

25th

Christmas Day

27th

Staff return

26th

Boxing Day

30th

Students return
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