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9434 4565

Hello St Thomas Community,
The mornings have certainly been fresh and crisp but the afternoons have been glorious with
the warm sun on our faces.
School Disco
Following the sad news of Olivia Newton - John’s passing earlier in the week, we will crank up
the 1970’s spirit with our disco tomorrow evening from 6.00pm - 8.00pm. Many thanks to the
amazing number of parents who have volunteered to help on the night. It would be great to
see as many of our children as possible in attendance. Children are required to bring their
signed permission form and $5.00 entry fee on the night.
Prep 2023 Interviews
It is lovely to see the expressions on the Prep class of 2023 faces as they are currently
coming to school with their parents for the discussions around starting school next year.
Some children are really excited and others a bit apprehensive as they don’t really know
what to expect. Fr Steve and I will be meeting with new families at our school next week.
Production Update
Rehearsals are progressing very well. Next Tuesday, 16th August, we will be having the main
cast stage rehearsal which should be very exciting.
Prayer for the Assumption of Mary
Father in heaven,
all creation rightly gives you praise,
for all life and all holiness come from you.
In the plan of your wisdom
she who bore the Christ in her womb
was raised body and soul in glory to be with him in heaven.
May we follow her example in reflecting your holiness
and join in her hymn of endless love and praise.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

No 13. Thursday, 11th August 2022
Demolition Help
We need to remove/dispose of one disused portable classroom that we no longer have need
for. If anybody could assist with this could you please contact the office.
Father's Day Breakfast
We are once again looking forward to hosting our annual Father's day Breakfast on Friday,
2nd September commencing at 7.30am. Please use the following link to RSVP by 26th August.
https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code/wpsv4

David Delaney
PRINCIPAL

RELIGIOUS DIMENSION
Feast of the Assumption Whole School Mass
On Monday we will celebrate the Feast of The Assumption
of Mary. It’s the day we remember when Mary, the mother
of Jesus, went up to heaven body and soul after she died.
We celebrate how God honoured her and welcomed her into
heaven. Mary’s life and death are a wonderful example of
praise and thanksgiving to God. We will be celebrating this
feast day with a whole school Mass on Monday, 15th August
at 12.00pm in the Church.

Tess Dwyer
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/
LEARNING & TEACHING

LEARNING AND TEACHING UPDATE
Michael Ymer
This week the teachers and students have again enjoyed and benefited from having Michael
Ymer in their classrooms, modelling engaging maths lessons and planning with teachers. We
are seeing a shift in teaching practice which will see, in the long term, improved student
outcomes.
Year 2 Maths Extension
Mrs Sheridan has begun working with some of our brightest mathematicians in Year 2 this
term in our latest addition to our extension opportunities at St Thomas’. From all accounts the
students are enthusiastic, engaged and enjoying the challenge of solving robust problems.
Extra Curricular Lunchtime clubs
This term has seen the return of lunchtime clubs as alternatives to playing on the yard at
break times. Thanks to the staff who are volunteering their time to run these for our students
- Andrew, Louise, Robyn, Libby, Lea, Annette and Leanne. We also thank our Year 6 students
both Willow and Charlize for their initiative in organising extra curricular clubs based on their
special interests. Here is an outline of the clubs on offer at the moment as requested by our
students -

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

Library

Chess & Lego

Craft

P-2 Sports

Mini Vinnies

Basketball

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Chickens

Literacy Intensive Partnership
This year our staff have been working intensively with the support of a designated MACS
Literacy Advisor to work towards achieving our goal, that we improve growth in reading for
all students across the whole school by strengthening our approach to collaborating within
and across teams. We have worked solidly and with determination towards this goal and have
formulated a vision for literacy and a definition of reading which is specific to our school.

LEARNING AND TEACHING UPDATE
At St Thomas the Apostle, we believe that a successful literacy education
develops students to be critical thinkers, life-long learners and confident
communicators who make independent and informed decisions. All students at St
Thomas’ develop strong literacy skills to build fluency and strategies for learning
in and beyond school. At St Thomas’ we support our students by differentiating
teaching to ensure growth for all, starting from students personal experiences
and progressing to technical and more abstract concepts and literacy skills.
At St Thomas the Apostle our students are inquisitive and engaged readers who
use prior knowledge and experiences to critically respond by analysing,
evaluating and reflecting on a variety of texts. This enables transference of
knowledge across the curriculum and into our students’ lives. At this school we
support our students to become independent and skilled readers by targeting
relevant teaching strategies so that every student experiences growth.
Staff have been exploring the literacy learning progressions relating to reading and have
developed a scope and sequence which will support them with their explicit teaching focus
in class. We are very pleased with our achievements in this area and it was great to hear
that St Thomas’ is being used as a model school by the Eastern Region staff for other
schools to follow. We look forward to sharing further updates as this work continues.

Tess Dwyer
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MINI VINNIES THANK YOU
On behalf of Mini Vinnie’s, we would like to thank the school community
for their donations towards our toiletry packs. Minnie Vinnies have been
very busy making over 40 toiletry bags for the homeless. The toiletry bags
include hand sanitiser, toothpaste, a toothbrush, tissues, skin lotion, a
comb, soap and wipes. St Vincent de Paul collects them and takes them to
the food vans and distributes them to the homeless people.
We look forward to continuing this program.
Thank you for your continued support
From the St. Thomas Mini Vinnies.

PETER PAN SPONSORS
We thank the following businesses / families for their sponsorship towards our upcoming
production. If you wish to sponsor the production or donate any raffle prizes please contact
Tayla Bolzon at tbolzon@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au.

FATHER'S DAY BREAKFAST

To assist us with catering please RSVP via the link below by Friday, 26th August.
https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code/wpsv4

100 DAYS OF PREP
On Monday, 1st August the Prep students celebrated their 100th day at school. They had been
counting up to 100 from the very first day of school. The Preps students came dressed as 100
year olds, complete with grey hair and walking sticks. They participated in lots of activities based
on the number 100 including making fruit loop necklaces, making crowns and building towers of
100 blocks. The Preps enjoyed eating party pies & sausage rolls for lunch and sharing stories
about their fun day.
The Preps also enjoyed making fairy bread for afternoon tea and watching the Peter Pan Movie.

MATHEMATICS CORNER

This week we had another visit from
Mathematics Consultant Michael Ymer.
Michael spent his two days at St Thomas
planning with teachers and demonstrating rich,
engaging Mathematics lessons in classrooms.
Michael will return to St Thomas in November
to plan with teachers for 2023!

Mathematics Games promote fluency in Mathematics while being engaging and fun! This
game promotes fluency in using the four processes ( addition / subtraction /
multiplication and division) All you need is three six sided dice to play. For those in the
younger year levels you could play just using addition and subtraction. For those in Prep
you could only use the numbers on the grid up to 10 or 20. Make sure your partner
explains their equation before they get to cross off a number. Have Fun!!

TERMINATOR
Need: - Three 6 sided dice and a grid that looks like this and two different
coloured pencils for crossing off.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

Instructions
Roll all 3 dice and make an equation. Can use + - x and divide.
You have to use all 3 dice. Then you can cross off a number.
Then it is your partner's turn to make an equation.
Eg I roll 3 , a 4 and a 6
I could make the equation 6 x 4 + 3 = 27
I can cross off 27
If you can’t make an equation and cross anything off - your partner gets a
chance to steal your turn and make something and cross it off - if no one can
you roll again- The person who has the most numbers crossed out wins.

BOOK WEEK 2022

Children's Book Week
22nd-26th August 2022
We will be celebrating Book Week
2022 in Week 7. Students will be
participating in a range of planned
activities. This year's theme is
'Dreaming With Eyes Open'.

A display has been put up in the library
to celebrate Book Week and also reflect
on this year's theme, which will hopefully
encourage students to look forward to the
activities planned for the week.

Book Parade/Dress Up Day
Friday, 26th August 2022
The Book Parade will be held on Friday morning 25th August at 9.15am sharp in the
gym. Parents are welcome to come along and enjoy the parade. Please encourage your
children to dress up as one of their favourite book characters. It would be great for the
children to be creative and come up with a costume using materials, clothes, recyclables
or costumes they have at home.
Prizes and certificates will be presented on the day.

BOOK WEEK 2022

The CBCA Shortlisted Books for 2022
Picture Book
Iceberg by Claire Saxby
The Inheritance by Armin Greder
The Boy and the Elephant by Freya Blackwood
Blue Flower by Sonya Hartnett
Stellarphant by James Foley
Just One Bee by Margrete Lamnd & Anthony Bertini

Early Childhood
What Do You Call Your Grandma? by Ashleigh Barton
Jetty Jumping by Andrea Rowe
Walk of the Whales by Nick Bland
Amira's Suitcase by Vicci Conley
When the Waterhole Dries Up by Kaye Baillie

Young Readers
Dragon Skin by Karen Foxlee
Exit Through the Gift Shop by Maryam Master
Huda and Me by H. Hayek
Rabbit, Soldier, Angel, Thief by Katrina Nannestad
A Glasshouse of Stars by Shirley Marr
The Detectives Guide to Ocean Travel by Micki Greenberg

BOOK WEEK 2022

Author Visits
Jane Godwin & Nat Amore
Our first author visit will be on Tuesday, 23rd August.
Jane Godwin, will be presenting to the Prep to Year 2 classes.
9.00am - 9.55am - PJM, 1CK & 2LG
10.00am 10.55am - PJP, 1BR & 2AM

Our second author visit will be on Thursday, 25th August.
Nat Amoore will be presenting to the Year 3 to 6 classes.
9.00am - 9.55am - 3/4CM & 3/4SB
10.00am -10.55am - 3/4JM & 3/4MP
11.55am - 12.50pm - 5/6PM & 5/6TB
12.55pm - 1.50pm - 5/6MW & 5/6DH

Jane Godwin
Jane Godwin is a highly acclaimed author
of over thirty children's books. Her work is
published internationally and she has
received many commendations and awards.
One of her books 'When Rain Turns to
snow' was shortlisted in the 2021 CBCA
Book of the Year Awards for Older
Readers and her other book 'Tilly' won an
Honour Award in the 2021 YABBA Awards.
Janes lives in Melbourne with her family.
She spends as much time as she can
working with young children in schools,
running various literature and writing
programs, making books and encouraging
students in their own creative ventures.

Nat Amoore
Nat Amoore is a Sydney based children's author and
kidlit podcast host. Her debut novel, Secrets of a
Schoolyard Millionaire, came out in 2019. A hilarious
story of two best friends finding a million dollars in
their backyard and a whole lot of trouble.
Nat is a writer who is passionate about encouraging
kids to read or write and explore their imagination
without boundaries. In 2020 Nat's second book The
Power of Positive Pranking was shortlisted for the
2021 Readings Children's Bool Prize and Real
Children's Choice Book Awards. it went on to win the
2021 Environment Award for Children's Literature.

Let your dreams be a journey and open your minds to finding your next adventure.
.Let's make Book Week a fun, engaging and a week to remember
.
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Keep up to dat
..
upcoming events..
Hot Food Fridays - Term 3
Orders due each week by
Wed 8.00pm via Qkr! App.

School Disco - Fri 12th Aug
In school gym- 6.00pm - 8.00pm.
All students to bring their signed
permission form and $5.00 entry fee.

Father's Day Raffle
Raffle tickets will be sent home
next week with the eldest child
in each family.

Father's Day Stall
Will be held on Thursday, 1st
September.
More details to follow!

PREMIERS' READING CHALLENGE
St Thomas the Apostle are participating in the Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge 2022. Usernames and
passwords were sent home at the end of Term 1. So far our students have read 1592 books since the
challenge began! Keep reading even though you have completed the challenge and it is not too late to start
either. There are 24 days left before the Challenge finishes on Friday, 2nd September. Thank you to the
students who are already participating and pursuing their love of reading. Congratulations to the following
45 students who have completed the challenge already. Completion certificates are still available and the
official certificate will arrive in Term 4.
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Ninety-two students are already participating in the challenge. There is still plenty of time to participate
and complete the challenge. Participating students are below:
Prep- Emily S, Alexis B, Mia TP, Annalise V, Brodie B, Aiden D
Year 1/2- Jacob G, Lukas B, Benjamin G, Jacob M, Savannah H, Elias B, Alessia B, Elissa C, Ethan T,
Maddison A, Skylah P, Lara V, Milla C, Lucas C, Amy M, Gabriella T
Year 3/4- Chris G, Rebecca P, Lara V, Allegra T, Alyssa V, Tiana V, Logan C, James B, Aaron G, Aidan V,
Olivia G, Jack A, Charlotte H, Olivia V
Year 5/6- Noah C, Billy G, Emily T, Erik B, Natalie B, Violet C, Dylan C, Max E, Boston G, Max M, Oisin M,
Eliza M, Ava P, Ryan P, Thomas P, Jessie R, Ciara J, Clara A, Eloise B, Rhys C, Ava G, Lucie G, Jackson H,
Jack L, Marc O, Marco P, Annie T, Jayden C, Noah C, Charlize C, Lucas D, Jasmine H, Aiden H, Daniel L,
Charlotte M, Liza H, Milana , Charlize C, Jessica D, Milla S, Grace A, Michael B, Coco B, Frankie D, Zac T,
Alex W, Bailey B, Cameron K, Michael P, Oliver P, Adriano V, Kelvin X.

PREMIERS' READING CHALLENGE
HOW TO PARTICIPATE
Usernames and passwords have changed from last year.
Email Libby Oliver on loliver@stgreensboroughnth.catholic.edu.au with your child’s full name
and class to receive your new details if you have lost your details from last term or if you have
any questions.
Eg - Libby Oliver 3/4KK
Instructions about how to log on and participate are below:
Instructions about how to log on and participate are below:
Click onto www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
Click on - Register and log on
Click onto - Log in to the Premiers Reading Challenge application
Click onto student sign in
Click onto - VPRC login
Put in username and password
The website has all the information on how to access the challenge and register your reading.
You should be able to find many suitable books in your school or local library. You may have
books at home that you can add to your children’s reading lists. Remember too that you can
add books that are not listed on the Challenge book list – these can be added as personal
choice books. If you have difficulty accessing books here are some more online resources.
1. Storybox:
https://www.storyboxlibrary.com.au/login
Username: stthom@s
Password: stthom@s2020
2. Storyline online
https://www.storylineonline.net/
3. Youtube kids read alouds
https://www.google.com/search?
q=you+tube+children%27s+books+read+aloud&rlz=1C1GCEU_enGBAU835AU836&oq=you+tube+kids+books&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.21539j0j8&sourceid=chrome
&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
Happy reading!

Libby Oliver

LITERACY COORDINATOR

INTERSCHOOL SPORT

Matt Wals
SPORT LEADER

AWARDS & BIRTHDAYS

GARDENING CREW
Our dedicated garden crew have been busy during the breaks building a garden edge.

DIARY DATES
August

September

12th- School Disco (NEW DATE)

2nd- Father's Day Breakfast

16th- Main cast stage rehearsal

5th & 6th- Peter Pan Jr Production

SAC Meeting 7.00pm

7th- School Closure- Staff

22nd-26th- Book Week

Planning

26th- Book Week Parade 9.15am

8th- Nillumbik Division Athletics

29th - Peter Pan Jr Dress Rehearsal

13th- SAC Meeting 7.00pm

29th- SCA Parents & Friends Meeting

16th- Footy Day

7.30pm

October
3rd- Term 4 Commences
3rd- SCA Meeting 7.30pm
12th- Northern Regional Athletics
12th- Reconciliation Faith Night
5.30pm & 7.00pm
13th - St John Ambulance Yr 5/6
15th- Reconciliation Commitment

End of Term- 1.00pm finish

October Cont'
16th- Reconciliation Commitment
Mass 10.30am
17th-19th- Dental Visits
26th-28th- Year 5/6 Camp
31st- School Closure- Report
Writing Day

Mass 6.00pm

November

December

1st- Melbourne Cup Day

15th- Graduation Mass 12.00pm

2nd - State Athletics

16th- End of Term 4- 1.00pm finish

9th -10th- Year 4 Camp Holy Cross
14th-Parents & Friends AGM 7.30pm
16th- Reconciliation
29th- SAC Meeting 7pm (Zoom)

ST THOMAS HAWKS

Under 10s boys needed

We have some spots available in U10 boys. If your son is born between
1-Jan-13 and 31-Dec-14 and is interested in joining St Thomas Hawks,
please contact registration@stthomasbc.com.au for further details.

Uniform Donations

If you have a uniform that you no longer require and would like to
donate it to the club, please contact Nadia Bradbury via email:
hello@ossoco.com .These donations would be greatly appreciated, as
they are needed to loan to players in instances where they don’t have a
uniform.
Follow us on Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/stthomashawksbc

COMMUNITY NEWS

